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Introduction 
• Immunotherapy has revolutionized the treatment of metastatic NSCLC in 

combination with chemotherapy and as monotherapy. 

o Carboplatin pemetrexed pembrolizumab 

o Carboplatin abraxane pembrolizumab

o Carboplatin paclitaxel bevacizumab and atezolizumab

o Pembrolizumab 

o Carboplatin pemetrexed +/- Bevacizumab 

o etc



• There is early data that adding CTLA-4 inhibitors 
to PD-L1 inhibitors with or without 
chemotherapy may provide additional clinical 
and long term OS benefit in a specific patient 
cohort. 
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POSEIDON : a randomized, open label, global phase III study 
evaluating durvalumab with and without tremelimumab in 

combination with chemotherapy regimens as first-line treatment 
for squamous or non-squamous mNSCLC
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Is more, better? 
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Is more, better? 

Primary Endpoints 
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Is more, better? 

Secondary Endpoints 
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Is more, better? 
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Is more, better? 
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After median 3 yr follow up 
approx. 10% pts who got IO and 
CT remain on study
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Is more, better? 

Addition of T did not 
affect exposure of pts to 
CT or durvalumab
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Is more, better? 

mostly grade 1 or 2 and manageable 
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Summary 
• PFS was significantly improved with  first-line durvalumab +CT vs CT alone in patients with 

mNSCLC with a positive trend towards OS that was not statistically significant 

• First-line durvalumab + tremelimumab+ CT demonstrated statistically significant and 
clinically meaningful improvements in both PFS and OS compared to CT alone in patients 
with mNSCLC

• The safety profile was similar across all 3 arms, with no new safety signals identified. 

• The addition of tremelimumab to durvalumab +CT did not lead to a clinically meaningful 
increase in treatment discontinuation 

• D+T+CT  represents a potential frontline treatment option in mNSCLC
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Poseidon- too many fish in the sea? 

• Never too many fish but…
o Do we need another approval in this space that is not 

clearly better than what we have already?
o Are more drugs better?
o Financial toxicity 4 drugs vs other options with less agents
o Who is the right patient for this combination?
❖ Perhaps the pd-l1 low population may benefit the 

most based on subset analysis



Thank you to the NY Lung Cancer Foundation for 
having me, patients that participated in this study 

and their families and of course all of you for  
listening tonight!


